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AIM

Aim of this work is to present a history on pulmonary circulation concerned the contemporaneous data by bringing the relative witnesses, with all
due respect to the predecessors ancient physicians from China, Eqypt, Greece, Arab speaking lands, Latin speaking lands of Middle Ages and
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MCMXLV Discovery of the function of the heart and circulation of blood

R Es U LTS In 1260, Ibn Nafis (1210-1288 AD) commented on Avicenna's works and almost described pulmonary

circulation. Although it 15 probable that Ibn Nafis occasionally performed autopsies on humansi: his

description seems to be more theoretical rather than practica E._’r:'-:e 1eless, the ethical conviction with . .
At first, Ibn Al — Nafis (1215 - [eivmiassnalsaasasenseal D ocs not be excluded the translation in

which he described the anatomical charactenistics of the mterventricular septum proves that he really
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performed anatomical dissections on humans=. Therefore, he denied the presence of pores in the
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denied the presence of three ventricles

AV| cenna | N h | scomme nt a ry1 He stressed that blood was transported to the right ventricle; from this cavity, through the pulmonary artery, C | FCu | ad t| on ’ by A N d rew Al d p a g O an d

it reached the lungs; from these organs, through pulmonary veins, it returned to the heart, whence, via the

d esc I’I b es on |y t h e I’I g ht S | d e d aorta, 1t was distributed throughout the body. Still under Galen's influence, he believed that the J - WI nt erv. A N d ernac h / t eac h er

transformation of the vital spirit took place in the left ventricle and was distributed along with blood. In his

view, the rest of the body circulation occurred according to Galen's ideas. Ibn Nafis believed that cardiac
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blood, disproving also the existence of poresinthejgg __* research, due to the idea of
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interventricular septum and establishing for first |GG modern pulmonary circulation
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time the term “small circulation”. appears in 1546 CE.
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hen, Vesalius (1452 — 1519 CE), excludes [JeSTEnTN—. o

pores in the interventricular septum and

Jacopo Berengario da Carpi (1470 — 1530 CE) o &

describes the atrioventricular and semilunar

valves. Follow, Realdo Colombo di Cremona 2\
around 1o CE who describes the & e
pulmonary circulation;

M. Servetus in 1553 CE who denotes the e 2 Y FONEIE Guilielmi Harvei (William Harvey) in 1628 CE I
pulmonary circulation; Andrea Cesalpino . . LIBRI XVI. published his work by which proves

ANDREAE CAESALPINI _ _ _ RSB e =
in 1559 CE describes the pulmonary circulation ; Rl  cxperimentally the pulmonary circulation |
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553 P Y ’ i using the physics and mathematics for
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using the terms “vena arterialis”, “arteria venalis measuring volumes, however imaginated
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and “anastomoses” between them. an anastomosis between arteries and veins.
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In 2662 CE, Marcello Malpighi N :
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CONCLUSION

Concluding, the study of heart began from prehistory, the study of pulmonary circulation was started in 13" c. CE and renaissance always despite

the errors and the deficiencies and it is continuing now in laboratory level intending the human health.



